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President’s Letter

Hello All!

150th Manassas


Congratulations to all those who survived the 100+ degree heat at the 150th Manassas and there were definitely varying degrees of survival.  It was great to see the thousands of soldiers on the field that only those big anniversary events can bring out.  I was lucky to be able to sub in at the last minute when Jenny Flavin had to work (Thanks Jenny!)  Although there were moments that I maybe wished I was at home instead; still I always grateful that I was there.

The heat was intense on Saturday and it took its toll on our company as we lost 7 guns going into Sunday's battle.  We drank lots and had to watch ourselves and each other closely.  It was good to see everyone caring so much for everyone else.  A special thanks to those that suffered over the fire cooking.  I saw Cindy Makoby, Dave Robinson Sr., and Eric Flavin battling the flames at times.  Apologies for those I may have missed.  At times it may have seemed like there wasn't much appreciation for the cooking, but it was hard to feel much like eating with the heat and mass quantities of water that we were taking in.  Also thanks to Dave Rouda.  We had cancelled the Kid's militia on Saturday due to the heat.  Dave recognizing the disappointment of a few stepped up and made a few children feel special.


I'm not sure what my highlight was.  Was it the thousands of troops on the field for battle, the simple fact that I survived, the cat that hid in various tents, the large moth (think in terms of Mothra) that inhabited Cindy's tent and tootled in Jake's hat, seeing Jake without his shirt on, or the feel of the air conditioner kicking in as I waited in line to leave the site, or maybe it was just hanging out with my friends in the 10th PA?

Reminder:  August Meeting Change


Just a reminder that the August Meeting is NOT the normal time (due to many being at the Arcade Train event).  It will be on Saturday, August 20 at 6:00pm at the Stonehouse.

Maxwell Plaque Dedication Date and Time Set

We are looking at dedication of the Maxwell Plaque on Friday, August 19 at 7:00pm.  Some of us will run up from the Stonehouse event for that.

Live Fire Event
We have tentatively decided to participate in a Live Fire at the Sportsman Club of Jackson Center on October 8.  Confirmation and details to follow.

150th Shiloh Reenactment
Next year is the 150th Anniversary of Shiloh.  At the last meeting we formed a committee to look at the logistics of attending the event and possibility renting a bus.  We haven't done any western events as a group and this may be a good opportunity to try.

Thanks for reading!

Prez Brian

.


First Call


Hello Everyone,

 

     This past month we had Victorian Days in Mercer. We had a very light showing for this event so we were limited to just sitting around. We had a lot of good times with those of us that were there. These are the kind of times that you just can't give them justice trying to write about it so I won't bother.

 

     After Victorian Days we had Manassas. It was HOT. I said HOT. This is an event that I was very glad to be able to go but the heat had to of taken a little away from it. Sat. 8:00 PM, 106 degrees in the shade. The bright side is all our people made it back safe and sound and that is all that counts. It's still hot so I am not going to continue to talk about the heat.

     Next up we have Arcade, New York. For this event we have 42 registered to go. Should be a good event. Please contact me if you have any questions.

 

     After this we have the Stonehouse on Aug. 20 - 21. I do want to talk a little about this event. Back in Feb.  We voted this a Unit Max Effort event. The curators of the Stonehouse re arranged there schedule for us. They moved the French and Indian guys from that weekend so I am hoping that we make a good showing hear. At this event last year we picked up two new members so it is very good for recruiting. I believe that our local events are very important to the unit in many ways. This fall event usually attracts a large crowd and it is my hope that we have enough folks there to hand it. So in closing I would ask that if at all possible that you can make it out to this event I would personally be grateful.

 

Thank You,

Sgt. Todd Frampton
　
Civilian Report

Victorian Days in Mercer was a small turnout. Those of us there enjoyed the weekend. The parade was fairly small, but enjoyable too. We had a hot dog roast on Saturday evening and a very memorable trip to Jones' for milkshakes. A discussion about flavors ensued. I also learned that Lt Evans has real issues with keys. We also had a potluck lunch on Sunday. I entertained a little boy with my cooking skills.

 

Next was Manassas. The best word for Manassas was HOT!!!! We spent a lot of our time sitting under each others flies, whichever one had the most shade. I was very ingenious about the cooking. I was missing a few essential items for meal preparation. But, I got through it. To the best of my knowledge I did not poison anybody. I would like to thank those who helped me over the weekend. THANK YOU SO MUCH EVERYONE! Evelyn and Eric, from New York, were a big help; especially Eric.

 

We are now looking forward to Arcade, NY and the Stonehouse.

 

Arcade Train Raid was one of the most popular events we did last year and most everyone that I have spoken with can't wait. To those riding on the train, be thinking about your story line for the public. It took the first trip before most of us figured out what we were suppose to do. I can't wait to see what Paula does this year!

 

For the Stonehouse the civilians will be serving cookies and punch in the house. The civilians have also been asked to do talks at the house and tours. If anyone has something that they would like to talk to the public about or to demonstrate please come prepared. Also cookies would be helpful for serving. My mom, as usual, will probably get carried away with cookies but any donation of cookies would be helpful.

 

Can't wait to see everyone in Arcade!

 

Respectfully yours. 
Cynthia L. Makoby

Civilian Coordinator
How to Dye Wool

When dying wool, you can boil it BUT you must rinse it in boiling water. You can let it sit in the dying vat till it cools BUT you must rinse it in cool water. DO NOT over agitate the material; it will break down the fibers of the cloth.  
Just remember, whatever the temperature of your dying vat for the material is, that is the temperature that the rinse water must be.
Also, line dry the material.
 

Cindy Makoby
 Important Dates for August

August 1861

8/10        Battle of Wilson’s Creek

8/28        Fort Hatteras falls

August 1862

8/9          Battle of Cedar Mountain

8/17        Uprising of Sioux Indians

8/29-30   Second Battle of Bull Run (Manassas)

August Birthdays

8/21        General William Barksdale, CS, Born
 Why Reenact?

Why do we continue to represent a dying time in our history?!

     As reeanctors, we portray a time in our country’s which is 150 years old.  A time when a man literally “reaped what he could sow.”   A time when a woman was either a “Southern Belle” or a woman who toiled to keep her family clothed and fed.  A time when brother turned against each other over states’ rights and the desire to self-govern.  A time when the “gentlemanly art of  warfare” ruled the battlefield.  A time when death occurred right before your eyes, and at your own hands. 

      A time when messages and news traveled slowly and men trodding across open fields, even slower.  A time when Freedmen fought for the rights of their brothers.  A time when few men knew “the wonders of the world”, only the wooded lot behind their farm; or the neighborhood in which they lived.

     A time when “cotton was king.”  A time when we called our transport by a first name like Traveler.  A time when men could stop a war and discuss terms of surrender as gentlemen.

     Why do we forget these times; because we can.  Warfare has become mechanized.  Death is on every channel and every neighborhood.  We communicate via phones, computers and texts.  Slavery and Freedmen mean nothing to people today.  Our forefathers have fought over these words for centuries.  We use them as derogatory comments about any race and type of people.

     We reenact because we care.  We want our children to remember history.  To remember the hardships of our forefathers.  To see how our society developed into what we have today.  History should not die!  It should continue to flourish for those to remember and for US to learn from.  When will WWI, II, Korea and Vietnam be forgotten?  When society feels that it is time to let it go.  I sit here on the anniversary of D-Day, and think about how it might be forgotten.  Men and women, U.S. citizens, North and South, died so that our history could continue.  That is why we reenact!  To remember, honor and teach about those who have given us the chance to continue as a nation and a free people.

 Ode
Sleep sweetly in your humble graves,

Sleep, martyrs of a fallen cause;

Though yet no marble column craves

The pilgrim here to pause.

In seeds of laurel in the earth,

The blossoms of your fame is blown,

And somewhere, waiting for its birth,

The shaft is in the stone.

Meanwhile, behalf the tardy years

Which keep in trust your storied tombs,

Behold your sisters bring their tears,

And these memorial blooms.

Small tributes but your shades will smile

More proudly on these wreaths today,

Than when some cannon-moulded pile

Shall overlook this bay.

Stoop, angels, hither from the skies,

There is no holier spot of ground,

Than where defeated valor lies,

By mourning beauty crowned.

Henry Timrod (1829-1867)

Southern Poet and Correspondent for several Southern newspapers

NOTE:  Any submissions can be made to Ken Hoffman at khoffman60@yahoo.com or to my address: 10 East Fifth Street, Oil City, PA  16301

 

